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maintained at a reference opening degree and the EGR rate is
maintained at a target rate.
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METHOD OF DETERMINING CORRECTION
AMOUNT OF OPENING DEGREE OF EGR
VALVE, METHOD OF CONTROLLING
OPENING DEGREE OF EGR VALVE, AND
ENGINE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a method of determining a
correction amount of an opening degree of an EGR valve, the
method determining the correction amount for correcting the
opening degree to a target opening degree corresponding to a
differential pressure between an exhaust pressure and an
intake pressure such that an EGR rate is maintained at a
predetermined target EGR rate, the opening degree, and the
air intake amount, even when the differential pressure
changes.

BACKGROUND ART

Inan EGR apparatus, an intake pipe and an exhaust pipe are
linked through an EGR pipe so that exhaust gas is supplied
through the EGR pipe to the intake pipe. Further, in the inside
of'the EGR pipe, an EGR valve is provided for controlling the
flow rate of the EGR gas (the exhaust gas flowing through the
intake pipe).

In a technique investigated presently, a differential pres-
sure between the exhaust pressure and the intake pressure is
detected and then the opening degree of the EGR valve is
corrected in accordance with the differential pressure so that
changing of the EGR rate caused by changing of the differ-
ential pressure is suppressed. An example of such a technique
is, for example, a technique described in Patent Document 1
by the present applicant.

Here, the EGR rate, the EGR gas amount, the air intake
amount, the differential pressure, and the opening degree
satisfy the following relations shown in Formulas (1) and (2).

EGR rate=EGR gas amount/(air intake amount+EGR
gas amount)

M

EGR Gas Amount=Proportionality
Constant*Differential Pressure*Opening Degree

Of an EGR Valve 2)

The EGR rate is specified by detecting the air intake
amount, the differential pressure, and the opening degree of
the EGR valve. Therefore, when the opening degree is
changed in accordance with changing of the differential pres-
sure, the EGR rate can be maintained at a predetermined
target rate.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Document 1 Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
169472

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

As described above, the EGR gas amount is obtained as a
value proportional to the product of the differential pressure
and the opening degree of the EGR valve. Therefore, when
the average exhaust pressure is higher than the average intake
pressure and hence the differential pressure has a negative
value, the EGR gas amount cannot be obtained.
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Since the exhaust gas has a higher temperature than the
intake air, in general, the exhaust pressure is higher than the
intake pressure. Therefore, the intake air does not flow back-
ward from the intake pipe to the exhaust pipe. On the other
hand, in an engine with a turbocharger, the intake pressure is
increased. This causes condition that the intake pressure is
higher than the exhaust pressure. Here, in accurate descrip-
tion, the intake pressure and the exhaust pressure respectively
indicate the average intake pressure and the average exhaust
pressure which are averaged values of the intake pressure and
the exhaust pressure per unit time. The intake pressure and the
exhaust pressure have ripples in association with the opening
and closing of the intake valve and the exhaust valve. There-
fore, even when the average intake pressure is higher than the
average exhaust pressure, the exhaust pressure becomes
higher than the intake pressure momentarily, in some cases.
Accordingly, even in a case that the intake pressure is higher
than the exhaust pressure, EGR (exhaust gas recirculation)
can be implemented. Here, for the purpose of preventing the
intake air from flowing into the exhaust pipe, a reed valve that
opens only when the exhaust pressure is higher than the intake
pressure is provided in the inside of the EGR pipe.

That is, in the above-mentioned determination Formula (2)
for the EGR gas amount, it is premised that a constant difter-
ential pressure always acts in the EGR pipe and is not pre-
mised that the EGR gas flows through the reed valve into the
intake pipe owing to the ripples in the intake pressure and the
exhaust pressure. Therefore, when the average exhaust pres-
sure is higher than the average intake pressure, a correction
amount used for correcting the opening degree of the EGR
valve cannot be specified. Since the correction amount cannot
be specified, correcting the opening degree of the EGR valve
such that changing of the EGR rate caused by changing of the
differential pressure should be suppressed cannot be per-
formed.

Therefore, the present invention provides a method of
determining a correction amount of the opening degree of the
EGR valve, in which even in operating condition where a
correction value is not obtained like in operating condition
where the average exhaust pressure is higher than the average
intake pressure, a correction amount of the opening degree of
an EGR valve can be determined such that the EGR rate is
maintained at constant.

Solution to Problem

The present invention provides a method of determining a
correction amount of an opening degree of an EGR valve, the
method determining the correction amount for correcting the
opening degree to a target opening degree corresponding to a
differential pressure between an exhaust pressure and an
intake pressure such that an EGR rate is maintained at a
predetermined target EGR rate, the EGR rate being specified
on the basis of the differential pressure, the opening degree,
and the air intake amount, even when the differential pressure
changes, the method comprises: a differential pressure map
generating step of generating a differential pressure map indi-
cating a correlation between a rotating speed of an engine, a
load factor of the engine, and the differential pressure while
the opening degree is maintained at a reference opening
degree, the differential pressure map being set for each of a
plurality of mutually different reference opening degrees; a
correction amount calculating step of calculating the correc-
tion amount equal to a difference between the target opening
degree and the reference opening degree for each of mutually
different combinations of the rotating speed and the load
factor, by utilizing that the target opening degree is specified
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on the basis of the target EGR rate, the differential pressure,
and the air intake amount, and that the differential pressure is
specified on the basis of the rotating speed and the load factor;
a basic correction amount map generating step of generating
a basic correction amount map indicating a correlation
between the rotating speed, the load factor, and the correction
amount while the opening degree is maintained at the refer-
ence opening degree and the EGR rate is maintained at the
target EGR rate, on the basis of the correction amount
obtained for each of mutually different combinations of the
rotating speed and the load factor; and an extended correction
amount map generating step of acquiring estimated values of
correction amounts not contained in the basic correction
amount map, by estimating the distribution of the correction
amounts not contained in the basic correction amount map, on
the basis of a trend in the distribution of the correction
amounts contained in the basic correction amount map, and
generating an extended correction amount map indicating a
correlation between the rotating speed, the load factor, and
the estimated value of the correction amount, while the open-
ing degree is maintained at the reference opening degree and
the EGR rate is maintained at the target EGR rate.

Preferably, the correction amount contained in the basic
correction amount map is the correction amount correspond-
ing to each combination of the rotating speed and the load
factor, while the differential pressure is zero or positive, and
the correction amount contained in the extended correction
amount map is the correction amount corresponding to each
combination of the rotating speed and the load factor, while
the differential pressure is negative.

The present invention provides a method of controlling the
opening degree of the EGR valve, comprising: a rotating
speed detection step of detecting the rotating speed; a load
factor detection step of detecting the load factor; an air intake
amount detection step of detecting the air intake amount; a
correction amount specifying step of specifying the correc-
tion amount corresponding to the reference opening degree,
the rotating speed, and the load factor, on the basis of a
plurality of the basic correction amount maps and the
extended correction amount maps obtained by the method of
determining the correction amount of the opening degree of
the EGR valve; and an opening degree controlling step of
controlling the opening degree to the target opening degree
corresponding to the correction amount and the reference
opening degree having been specified.

The present invention provides an engine comprising: a
rotating speed detection section for detecting the rotating
speed; a load factor detection section for detecting the load
factor; an air intake amount detection section for detecting the
air intake amount; a correction amount map specifying sec-
tion for specifying the correction amount corresponding to
the reference opening degree, the rotating speed, and the load
factor, on the basis of a plurality of the basic correction
amount maps and the extended correction amount maps
obtained by the method of determining the correction amount
of the opening degree of the EGR valve; and a correction
amount specifying section specifying the correction amount
corresponding to the reference opening degree, the rotating
speed, and the load factor, on the basis of the correction
amount map having been specified; and an opening degree
control section for controlling the opening degree to the target
opening degree corresponding to the correction amount and
the reference opening degree having been specified.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The method of determining the correction amount of open-
ing degree of the EGR valve according to the present inven-
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tion can specify the correction amount on the basis of esti-
mated values of the correction values. Therefore, the method
can determine the correction amount of the opening degree of
the EGR valve such that the EGR rate is maintained at con-
stant, even in operating condition where the correction values
are not obtained like in operating condition where the average
exhaust pressure is higher than the average intake pressure.

The method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR
valve and the engine according to the present invention can
correct the opening degree of the EGR valve such that the
EGR rate is maintained at constant, even in operating condi-
tion where the correction values are not obtained like in
operating condition where the average exhaust pressure is
higher than the average intake pressure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of an engine 1.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a differential pressure map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a differential pressure while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree.

FIG. 3 is adiagram showing a basic correction amount map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a correction amount while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree and an EGR
rate is maintained at a target EGR rate.

FIG. 4 is adiagram showing a basic correction amount map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a correction amount while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree and an EGR
rate is maintained at a target EGR rate.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a configuration related
to control of an opening degree.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of an engine 1. The
engine 1 includes a cylinder head 2, a cylinder block 3, a
plurality of cylinders 4, a crankshaft 5, an intake pipe 6, an
exhaust pipe 7, an exhaust gas recirculation apparatus (an
EGR apparatus, hereinafter) 8, a turbocharger 9, and a com-
mon rail type fuel injection apparatus (a common rail, here-
inafter) 10.

The EGR apparatus 8 includes an EGR pipe 11, an EGR
valve 12, and a reed valve 13. The EGR pipe 11 establishes
fluid communication between the exhaust pipe 7 and the
intake pipe 6. The EGR valve 12 and the reed valve 13 are
arranged in the inside of the EGR pipe 11. The EGR valve 12
changes the flow rate of the exhaust gas passing through the
inside of the EGR pipe 11, by changing an opening degree
thereof. In the inside of the EGR pipe 11, the reed valve 13
permits only the flow of the exhaust gas from the exhaust pipe
7 to the intake pipe 6 and inhibits the flow of the exhaust gas
from the intake pipe 6 to the exhaust pipe 7. In the flowing
description, the exhaust gas flowing from the exhaust pipe 7
through the EGR pipe 11 to the intake pipe 6 is referred to as
EGR gas.

Further, as a configuration for control, the engine 1
includes a control unit 20, a rotating speed sensor 21, and an
air flow meter 22. The rotating speed sensor 21 detects the
rotating speed of the crankshaft 5. The air flow meter 22
detects the mixed intake amount passing through the intake
pipe 6. Here, the air flow meter 22 is arranged in the down-
stream of the outlet of the EGR pipe 11 in the intake pipe 6.
Therefore, the mixed intake amount indicates the amount of
gas where the EGR gas has been mixed into the outside air.
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That is, the mixed intake amount indicates the total amount of
the air intake amount and the EGR gas amount. The control
unit 20 is capable of acquiring detection information of the
rotating speed sensor 21 and the air flow meter 22. Further, the
control unit 20 controls the common rail 10 and the EGR
valve 12.

The control unit 20 is configured to control the opening
degree of the EGR valve 12 to a target opening degree corre-
sponding to the differential pressure such that the EGR rate is
maintained at a predetermined target rate, even when the
differential pressure between the exhaust pressure and the
intake pressure changes. The control unit 20 stores a correc-
tion amount map CM used for correcting the opening degree
of the EGR valve 12 to the target opening degree. The cor-
rection amount map CM is generated by a later-described
method of determining a correction amount of the opening
degree of the EGR valve.

The method of determining a correction amount of the
opening degree of the EGR valve is described below with
reference to FIGS. 2 to 4. This correction amount determina-
tion method includes a differential pressure map generating
step, a correction amount calculating step, a basic correction
amount map generating step, and an extended correction
amount map generating step.

The correction amount determination method determines a
correction amount used for obtaining a target opening degree
for realizing a target EGR rate such that the EGR rate is
maintained at the predetermined target EGR rate. Here, the
correction amount indicates the difference between the target
opening degree and a predetermined reference opening
degree. Further, the EGR rate to be specified on the basis of
the differential pressure, the opening degree of the EGR
valve, and the air intake amount varies depending on the
magnitude of the reference opening degree. Since the exhaust
pressure varies depending on the EGR rate, the differential
pressure also varies and hence the correction amount to be set
up depending on the differential pressure also varies. That is,
the magnitude of the correction amount varies depending not
only on the magnitude of the target EGR rate but also on the
magnitude of the reference opening degree. The correction
amount is set up for each reference opening degree. There-
fore, when the number of mutually different reference open-
ing degrees is increased, precision in the correction is
improved. Nevertheless, since a large amount of data of cor-
rection amount is set up for each reference opening degree,
the amount of data to be stored in the control unit 20 increases.
Therefore, the number of reference opening degrees is limited
to a certain value.

In the present embodiment, a first to a sixth reference
opening degree (%) are set up as predetermined reference
opening degrees. The values are 0%, 20%, 40%, 60%, 80%,
and 100%. An n-th reference opening degree indicates any
one of the first to the sixth reference opening degree. A
differential pressure map and a correction amount map CM
described later are set up for each reference opening degree.

Differential Pressure Map Generating Step

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a differential pressure map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a differential pressure while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree. In FIG. 2, the
horizontal axis indicates the rotating speed of the engine 1.
The vertical axis indicates the load factor of the engine 1. The
load factor indicates a ratio concerning the fuel injection
amount per one revolution of the engine 1 and is defined as the
ratio of the present fuel injection amount to the maximum fuel
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injection amount that can be set up. Here, the engine 1 is
controlled such that the rotating speed is maintained at con-
stant. Therefore, the fuel injection amount increases with
increasing load on the engine 1. The differential pressure
indicates a pressure difference obtained by subtracting the
intake pressure from the exhaust pressure.

Here, in the present specification, the intake pressure and
the exhaust pressure respectively indicate the average intake
pressure and the average exhaust pressure which are averaged
values of the intake pressure and the exhaust pressure per unit
time.

The differential pressure map generating step is a step of
generating the differential pressure map shown in FIG. 2. In
FIG. 2, for each of mutually different combinations of the
rotating speed and the load factor, a differential pressure
corresponding to the rotating speed and the load factor is
obtained. In FIG. 2, each differential pressure data set SD
indicates a set of data consisting of the rotating speed, the load
factor, and the differential pressure, which is specified by one
of mutually different combinations of the rotating speed and
the load factor. Here, in accordance with the characteristics of
the engine 1, the differential pressure corresponding to the
rotating speed and the load factor can be detected experimen-
tally.

InFIG. 2, aplurality of equi-pressure lines are drawn. Each
equi-pressure line is a set of coordinates (a rotating speed and
a load factor) where the differential pressure is the same on
the differential pressure map. The magnitude of differential
pressure on each equi-pressure line is, for example, any one of
-1D, 0, and +1D to +7D. The symbol (D) indicates the abso-
lute value of a differential pressure of certain value. The sign
(+) or (-) indicates whether the differential pressure is posi-
tive or negative. The numeric character (2) or the like added to
the symbol (D) indicates a ratio to the differential pressure of
certain value. The magnitude of a differential pressure of +4D
is twice the differential pressure of +2D.

A plurality of equi-pressure lines indicate a trend in the
distribution of differential pressure. The differential pressure
is increasing from the upper left region toward the right-hand
side region in FIG. 2. The upper left region in FIG. 2 is a
negative pressure region Am where the differential pressure is
negative. The other region is a positive pressure region Ap
where the differential pressure is positive.

Correction Amount Calculating Step

The correction amount calculating step is a step of calcu-
lating a correction amount that is equal to the difference
between the target opening degree and the reference opening
degree, for each of mutually different combinations of the
rotating speed and the load factor. As shown in Formula (3),
the correction amount is the difference between the target
opening degree and the reference opening degree. That is, as
shown in Formula (4), the target opening degree serving as the
opening degree after correction is the sum of the reference
opening degree and the correction amount.

Correction Amount=Target Opening Degree—Refer-
ence Opening Degree

3

Target Opening Degree (Opening Degree After Cor-
rection)=Reference Opening Degree+Correction

Amount 4

Here, the EGR rate, the EGR gas amount, the air intake
amount, the differential pressure, and the opening degree
satisfy the following relations shown in Formulas (1) and (2).
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EGR Rate=EGR Gas Amount/(Air Intake Amount+

EGR Gas Amount) (€8]

EGR Gas Amount=Proportionality
Constant*Differential Pressure*Opening Degree

of EGR Valve 2)

Since the opening degree is specified on the basis of the
EGR rate, the differential pressure, and the air intake amount,
the target opening degree is specified on the basis of the target
EGR rate, the differential pressure, and the air intake amount.
Therefore, the correction amount equal to the difference
between the target opening degree and the reference opening
degree is specified on the basis of the reference opening
degree, the target EGR rate, the differential pressure, and the
air intake amount. Further, as shown in the correction map in
FIG. 2, the differential pressure is specified on the basis of the
rotating speed and the load factor. Therefore, the correction
amount is specified on the basis of the reference opening
degree, the target EGR rate, the rotating speed, the load factor,
and the air intake amount. The reference opening degree, the
target EGR rate, and the air intake amount are constants
specified depending on the operating condition and the like.
The rotating speed, the load factor, and the correction amount
are variables. Therefore, in the correction amount calculating
step, a correction amount is obtained for each of mutually
different combinations of the rotating speed and the load
factor.

Nevertheless, when the differential pressure is negative,
the correction amount cannot be specified on the basis of the
reference opening degree, the target EGR rate, the rotating
speed, the load factor, and the air intake amount. Therefore,
the correction amount cannot be obtained from the combina-
tions of the rotating speed and the load factor contained in the
negative pressure region Am.

Basic Correction Amount Map Generating Step

The basic correction amount map generating step is a step
of generating a basic correction amount map BCM shown in
FIG. 3, for example. The basic correction amount map BCM
indicates a correlation between the rotating speed, the load
factor, and the correction amount while the EGR rate is main-
tained at the target EGR rate. The basic correction amount
map BCM is generated on the basis of the correction amount
obtained for each of mutually different combinations of the
rotating speed and the load factor. Further, one of mutually
different basic correction amount maps BCM is generated for
each of mutually different reference opening degrees.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a basic correction amount map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a correction amount while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree and an EGR
rate is maintained at a target EGR rate. In FIG. 3, the hori-
zontal axis indicates the rotating speed. The vertical axis
indicates the load factor. In FIG. 3, for each of mutually
different combinations of the rotating speed and the load
factor, a correction amount is shown that corresponds to the
rotating speed and the load factor. In FIG. 3, each correction
amount data set SC indicates a set of data consisting of the
rotating speed, the load factor, and the correction amount,
which is specified by one of mutually different combinations
of the rotating speed and the load factor.

In FIG. 3, isopleth lines for a plurality of correction
amounts are drawn. Each isopleth line is a set of coordinates
(a rotating speed and a load factor) where the correction
amount is the same on the basic correction amount map BCM.
The magnitude of correction amount on each isopleth line is,
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for example, any one of 0.2C, 0.4C, and 0.6C to 1.6C. Here,
the magnitude of correction amount on the isopleth line is set
up as an equal interval of 0.2C. The symbol (C) indicates a
correction amount of certain value. The numeric character (2)
or the like added to the symbol (C) indicates a ratio to the
correction amount of certain value. The magnitude of a cor-
rection amount of 0.4C is 0.4 times the correction amount of
1.0C. That is, an arbitrary correction amount is adopted as a
reference and then other correction amount is expressed by
using a ratio to the reference correction amount.

A plurality of isopleth lines indicate a trend in the distri-
bution of correction amounts. The correction amount is
increasing from the upper region toward the lower region in
FIG. 3.

The differential pressure map in FIG. 2 and the basic cor-
rection amount map BCM in FIG. 3 include the rotating speed
and the load factor as elements. Therefore, basically, the
differential pressure map and the basic correction amount
map BCM correspond to each other. Nevertheless, as
described above, the correction amount is not obtained in the
negative pressure region Am. Therefore, the basic correction
amount map BCM in FIG. 3 does not contain an uncorrect-
able region Anc corresponding to the negative pressure region
Am. The basic correction amount map BCM in FIG. 3 lacks
the upper left region in comparison with the differential pres-
sure map in FIG. 2.

Extended Correction Amount Map Generating Step

The extended correction amount map generating step is a
step of generating an extended correction amount map ECM
that indicates a correlation between the rotating speed, the
load factor, and the estimated value of the correction amount,
while the opening degree is maintained at the n-th reference
opening degree and the EGR rate is maintained at the target
EGR rate. Here, the above-mentioned basic correction
amount map BCM indicates a correlation between the rotat-
ing speed, the load factor, and the correction amount in a
region corresponding to the positive pressure region Ap in the
differential pressure map in FIG. 2. Therefore, the basic cor-
rection amount map BCM does not indicate a correlation
between the rotating speed, the load factor, and the correction
amount in the region corresponding to the negative pressure
region Am. Accordingly, an extended correction amount map
ECM is generated as a map indicating a correlation between
the rotating speed, the load factor, and the correction amount
in the region corresponding to the negative pressure region
Am. Here, since the correction amount is not obtained in the
negative pressure region Am, in the extended correction
amount map ECM, an estimated value of the correction
amount is used instead of the correction amount. The esti-
mated value of the correction amount is acquired by, on the
basis of a trend in the distribution of the correction amounts
contained in the basic correction amount map BCM, estimat-
ing the distribution of correction amounts not contained in the
basic correction amount map BCM.

FIG. 4 is adiagram showing a basic correction amount map
indicating a correlation between a rotating speed, a load fac-
tor, and a correction amount while an opening degree is
maintained at an n-th reference opening degree and an EGR
rate is maintained at a target EGR rate. The extended correc-
tion amount map generating step generates an extended cor-
rection amount map ECM that fills the uncorrectable region
Anc, on the basis of the basic correction amount map BCM in
FIG. 3. InFIG. 4, for each of mutually different combinations
of'the rotating speed and the load factor, an estimated value of
the correction amount is shown that corresponds to the rotat-
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ing speed and the load factor. In FIG. 4, each estimated
correction amount data set SCe indicates a set of data con-
sisting of the rotating speed, the load factor, and the estimated
value of the correction amount, which is specified by one of
mutually different combinations of the rotating speed and the
load factor.

For example, the estimated value of the correction amount
is acquired as follows. In FIG. 3, the isopleth line is set up for
each correction amount of certain value and the difference of
correction amounts between adjacent isopleth lines is (0.2C).
Therefore, distribution of the isopleth lines in the uncorrect-
able region Anc can be estimated on the basis of the trend in
the distribution of the isopleth lines shown by solid lines. In
FIG. 3, estimated isopleth lines are shown by the two-dot
chain lines. As a result, the estimated value of the correction
amount in the uncorrectable region Anc is acquired and then
the extended correction amount map ECM is generated.
Alternatively, by a curve fitting method based on the correc-
tion amount data set SC, a function may be generated in
which the rotating speed and the load factor serve as indepen-
dent variables and the correction amount serves as a depen-
dent variable. Then, on the basis of this function, the esti-
mated value of the correction amount in the uncorrectable
region Anc may be acquired.

The correction amount map CM shown in FIG. 4 is gener-
ated by combining the basic correction amount map BCM
and the extended correction amount map ECM. Since the
basic correction amount map BCM and the extended correc-
tion amount map ECM are set up for each reference opening
degree, the correction amount map CM also is set up for each
reference opening degree. Therefore, the control unit 20
stores a plurality of correction amount maps CM for mutually
different reference opening degrees.

The correction amount determination method according to
the present embodiment can specify the correction amount on
the basis of the estimated value of the correction value. There-
fore, even in operating condition that a correction value is not
obtained, a correction amount of the opening degree of the
EGR valve 12 can be determined such that the EGR rate is
maintained at constant. Here, the operating condition indi-
cates a state specified by the rotating speed and the load
factor, and indicates, for example, the magnitude of differen-
tial pressure.

A method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR
valve is described below with reference to FIG. 5. The method
of controlling the opening degree of the EGR valve specifies
the correction amount of the opening degree corresponding to
the operating condition, on the basis of a plurality of correc-
tion amount maps SM obtained by the method of determining
the correction amount of the opening degree of the EGR
valve, and controls the opening degree such that the EGR rate
is maintained at constant.

The method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR
valve includes a rotating speed detection step, a load factor
detection step, an air intake amount detection step, a correc-
tion amount map specifying step, and an opening degree
controlling step.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a configuration related
to control of an opening degree. In FIG. 5, the control unit 20
includes a load factor detection section 201, a correction
amount specifying section 202, and an opening degree con-
trol section 203.

In the rotating speed detection step, the rotating speed
sensor (the rotating speed detection section) 21 detects the
rotating speed of the engine 1.

In the load factor detection step, the load factor detection
section 201 detects the load factor on the basis of the fuel
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injection amount instructed to the common rail 10. As
described above, the control unit 20 changes the command
value of the fuel injection amount in accordance with chang-
ing of the load so as to control the engine 1 such that the
rotating speed is maintained at constant. Therefore, the con-
trol unit 20 can recognize changing of the load on the basis of
changing of the command value of the fuel injection amount.

In the air intake amount detection step, the air flow meter
(the air intake amount detection section) 22 detects the mixed
intake amount passing through the intake pipe 6. Here, as
described above, the mixed intake amount is the total amount
of the air intake amount and the EGR gas. Therefore, the air
intake amount can be specified on the basis of the mixed
intake quantity and the EGR gas.

In the correction amount specifying step, the correction
amount specifying section 202 specifies the correction
amount corresponding to the reference opening degree, the
rotating speed, and the load factor on the basis of the plurality
of correction amount maps CM. The correction amount speci-
fying step is composed of two steps of processing. In the first
phase, among the plurality of correction amount maps CM,
the correction amount specifying section 202 specifies a cor-
rection amount map for a reference opening degree closest to
the present value of the opening degree. Here, the control unit
20 generates the command value of the opening degree and
then, on the basis of the command value, the opening degree
of'the EGR valve 12 is controlled. That is, the present value of
the opening degree is the opening degree before correction
and indicates the command value of the opening degree at
present. For example, when the present value of the opening
degree is 35%, a reference opening degree closest to the
present value of the opening degree is 40% which is the third
reference opening degree among the first to the sixth refer-
ence opening degree. In this case, the correction amount map
CM corresponding to the third reference opening degree is
specified. In the second phase, the correction amount speci-
fying section 202 specifies a correction amount correspond-
ing to the rotating speed and the load factor on the basis of the
specified correction amount map CM. Here, the rotating
speed and the load factor used for specifying the correction
amount are the rotating speed and the load factor detected in
the rotating speed detection step and the load factor detection
step.

In the opening degree controlling step, the opening degree
control section 203 controls the opening degree to the target
opening degree corresponding to the correction amount and
the reference opening degree having been specified. As
shown in the above-mentioned Formula (4), the target open-
ing degree is the sum of the reference opening degree and the
correction amount. As such, the opening degree of the EGR
valve is corrected such that the EGR rate is maintained at
constant.

Inthe method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR
valve according to the present embodiment, even in operating
condition where the correction value is not obtained, the
opening degree of the EGR valve can be corrected such that
the EGR rate is maintained at constant.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 Engine

12 EGR valve

20 Control unit

21 Rotating speed sensor (rotating speed detection section)
22 Air flow meter (air intake amount detection section)
201 Load factor detection section

202 Correction amount specifying section
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203 Opening degree control section
BCM Basic correction amount map
ECM Extension correction amount map
Anc Uncorrectable region

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of determining a correction amount of an
opening degree of an EGR valve, the method determining the
correction amount for correcting the opening degree to a
target opening degree corresponding to a differential pressure
between an exhaust pressure and an intake pressure such that
an EGR rate is maintained at a predetermined target EGR rate,
the EGR rate being specified on the basis of the differential
pressure, the opening degree, and the air intake amount, even
when the differential pressure changes, the method com-
prises:

a differential pressure map generating step of generating a
differential pressure map indicating a correlation
between a rotating speed of an engine, a load factor of
the engine, and the differential pressure while the open-
ing degree is maintained at a reference opening degree,
the differential pressure map being set for each of a
plurality of mutually different reference opening
degrees;

a correction amount calculating step of calculating the
correction amount equal to a difference between the
target opening degree and the reference opening degree
for each of mutually different combinations of the rotat-
ing speed and the load factor, by utilizing that the target
opening degree is specified on the basis of the target
EGR rate, the differential pressure, and the air intake
amount, and that the differential pressure is specified on
the basis of the rotating speed and the load factor;

abasic correction amount map generating step of generat-
ing a basic correction amount map indicating a correla-
tion between the rotating speed, the load factor, and the
correction amount while the opening degree is main-
tained at the reference opening degree and the EGR rate
is maintained at the target EGR rate, on the basis of the
correction amount obtained for each of mutually differ-
ent combinations of the rotating speed and the load
factor; and

an extended correction amount map generating step of
acquiring estimated values of correction amounts not
contained in the basic correction amount map, by esti-
mating the distribution of the correction amounts not
contained in the basic correction amount map, on the
basis of a trend in the distribution of the correction
amounts contained in the basic correction amount map,
and generating an extended correction amount map indi-
cating a correlation between the rotating speed, the load
factor, and the estimated value of the correction amount,
while the opening degree is maintained at the reference
opening degree and the EGR rate is maintained at the
target EGR rate.

2. The method of determining the correction amount of the
opening degree of the EGR valve according to claim 1,
wherein

the correction amount contained in the basic correction
amount map is the correction amount corresponding to
each combination of the rotating speed and the load
factor, while the differential pressure is zero or positive,
and wherein

the correction amount contained in the extended correction
amount map is the correction amount corresponding to
each combination of the rotating speed and the load
factor, while the differential pressure is negative.
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3. A method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR

valve, comprising:

a rotating speed detection step of detecting the rotating
speed;

a load factor detection step of detecting the load factor;

an air intake amount detection step of detecting the air
intake amount;

a correction amount specifying step of specifying the cor-
rection amount corresponding to the reference opening
degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor, on the
basis of a plurality of the basic correction amount maps
and the extended correction amount maps obtained by
the method of determining the correction amount of the
opening degree of the EGR valve according to claim 1;
and

an opening degree controlling step of controlling the open-
ing degree to the target opening degree corresponding to
the correction amount and the reference opening degree
having been specified.

4. An engine comprising:

a rotating speed detection section for detecting the rotating
speed;

a load factor detection section for detecting the load factor;

an air intake amount detection section for detecting the air
intake amount;

a correction amount map specifying section for specifying
the correction amount corresponding to the reference
opening degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor,
on the basis of a plurality of the basic correction amount
maps and the extended correction amount maps
obtained by the method of determining the correction
amount of the opening degree of the EGR valve accord-
ing to claim 1; and

a correction amount specifying section specifying the cor-
rection amount corresponding to the reference opening
degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor, on the
basis of the correction amount map having been speci-
fied; and

an opening degree control section for controlling the open-
ing degree to the target opening degree corresponding to
the correction amount and the reference opening degree
having been specified.

5. A method of controlling the opening degree of the EGR

valve, comprising:

a rotating speed detection step of detecting the rotating
speed;

a load factor detection step of detecting the load factor;

an air intake amount detection step of detecting the air
intake amount;

a correction amount specifying step of specifying the cor-
rection amount corresponding to the reference opening
degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor, on the
basis of a plurality of the basic correction amount maps
and the extended correction amount maps obtained by
the method of determining the correction amount of the
opening degree of the EGR valve according to claim 2;
and

an opening degree controlling step of controlling the open-
ing degree to the target opening degree corresponding to
the correction amount and the reference opening degree
having been specified.

6. An engine comprising:

a rotating speed detection section for detecting the rotating
speed;

a load factor detection section for detecting the load factor;

an air intake amount detection section for detecting the air
intake amount;
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a correction amount map specifying section for specifying
the correction amount corresponding to the reference
opening degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor,
on the basis of a plurality of the basic correction amount
maps and the extended correction amount maps
obtained by the method of determining the correction
amount of the opening degree of the EGR valve accord-
ing to claim 2; and

a correction amount specifying section specitying the cor-
rection amount corresponding to the reference opening
degree, the rotating speed, and the load factor, on the
basis of the correction amount map having been speci-
fied; and

an opening degree control section for controlling the open-
ing degree to the target opening degree corresponding to
the correction amount and the reference opening degree
having been specified.
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